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the incidence of synchronous vertebral metastasis of lung cancer is higher than that of rib metastasis, vertebral metastasis is usually seen in lung cancer patients with a shorter survival time than rib metastasis \[[@CR9]\]. However, in the subgroup analysis of the survival time, patients with rib metastasis alone
had a significantly longer survival time than those with synchronous vertebral metastasis or isolated vertebral metastasis; the median survival time of the patients with rib metastasis alone, of those with synchronous vertebral metastasis, and of those with isolated vertebral metastasis was 42.4, 34.6, and

26.6 months, respectively. This result indicates that the patients with rib metastasis alone have better prognosis than those with synchronous vertebral metastasis. However, it is still
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