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clarifying the complex and confused world of
modern sociology as a truly scientific subject. The
first half of the book discusses sociology's origins
and its unique claims, its rigorous application of
statistical methods, and its diverse major areas of
focus. The second half of the book lays out and
explicates a series of guiding themes that may help
us to view the endless issues raised by social
research. In the second half of the book, Holborn
takes up themes that arise from the truly scientific
approach of sociology, both in the social and natural
sciences; ranging from evolutionary theory and
technological innovation, to the nature of social
groups and social change. There is much of
historical interest here, including reflections on the
rise of mathematical statistics, sociology in the
colonies, the general strike in England, and the
politicized sociology of the 1930s and 1940s.
Throughout the book, Holborn maintains his often
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even in the original version of the book, in this new
edition the author and the author of the original
text bring their most authoritative and authoritative
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