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dozen Los Angeles City Council members have signed a letter urging Mayor Eric Garcetti to keep LAPD Chief
Charlie Beck in place. “We are tired of the vitriol and partisanship being directed at LAPD Chief Charlie Beck,
and we are tired of the blame that has been unfairly and unwarrantedly heaped upon the department,” said
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, the chair of the council’s Public Safety Committee, who wrote the letter. “We
are tired of the politics that are driving the police bureau and the chief’s position,” he said, noting the passage of
the Proposition 47 criminal justice reform measure that Beck has opposed and the “basically anti-police rhetoric
from [Rep.] Maxine Waters [D-Calif.].” “Enough is enough,” added O’Farrell. “Chief Beck is helping to make the
LAPD one of the most respected and functional police departments in the world.” It’s unusual for an elected
official to speak out on behalf of the LAPD chief’s employment, but most of Los Angeles’ elected officials are
backing Beck, who is facing a slew of critics in the wake of the recent crackdown on Occupy L.A. and other
demonstrators, including the ouster of two top lieutenants. The Council members are urging Garcetti to declare a
moratorium on the firing of any more police officers. The letter calls Beck a “lifelong veteran” whose background
as a deputy chief under Beck at the San Fernando Police Department more than 25 years ago qualifies him for
the position of chief. “Our aldermanic colleagues and I know from personal experience that he [Beck] is skilled in
administration and personnel management, excellent with budgets and extremely efficient with limited
resources,” it states. “He’s the right choice for this critical job.” The letter also stresses that Beck has brought
about “significant changes” to
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