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nitrite production in patients with severe obesity undergoing bariatric surgery. Bariatric surgery is
considered a major treatment of morbid obesity. In a post-operative setting we used the Limulus
amebocyte lysate test (LAL), in a multicenter study, to evaluate endotoxin levels before and after the
intervention. To evaluate end-organ injury, we also analyzed the production of interleukin-6 (IL-6),
interleukin-8 (IL-8), nitrite (NOx) and NO2- in patients with morbid obesity before and 3 months after
bariatric surgery, compared with controls. LAL and ELISA tests showed a decrease of endotoxin and
an increase of NO2- and NOx in plasma after bariatric surgery. The nitrite level in serum and NOx
levels in plasma were not different in obese patients and controls. The levels of IL-6, IL-8 and TNF-
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